
People of God… seeking, growing, 
and serving through Christ. 

the newsletter of 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Manhattan, Kansas 
May 2020 

 From the Desk of Rev. James Hawley  
 
Church is about community. This is why our current predicament is placing such a strain on our houses of 
worship.  I feel this especially as I begin our ministry together at a distance of six feet and further. Still, if  
there is one thing that Jesus was consistent about it was to value human health and wholeness above all.  
One of the most striking examples of this is found in Luke 6.  Luke relates two occurrences of Jesus violating 
the sabbath. In the first episode, Jesus and a few of his disciples are eating grain as they pass through the field.  
The Pharisees complain that Jesus is doing something “unlawful on the sabbath.” As was his custom, Jesus 
responds with a bit of scripture, retelling of how King David broke into the granary and ate what only the 
priests could legally eat.  Jesus caps this example with the proclamation that “the Son of Man is lord of the 
sabbath.” 
 
The very next story is even more compelling.  Jesus is teaching in the synagogue on the sabbath but the  
Pharisees aren’t paying attention. Their focus is on a man with a withered hand whom they feel will be  
an unavoidable temptation for Jesus.  They wait for him to violate sabbath law by healing him for then they 
can accuse him. But Jesus knows their hearts and invites the man forward to be healed.  Jesus confronts the 
Pharisees with a question: “is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath?  To save life or destroy it?”  
Clearly a rhetorical question.  The man stretches out his hand and is healed.  The Pharisees are furious and 
here Luke’s story ends. It is Mark who attributes these words to Jesus: “the sabbath was made for humankind, 
not humankind for the sabbath.” 
 
If there is any chance of spreading infection, as the medical experts clearly affirm, then I think scripture is 
clear where our priorities lie.  We echo Jesus and ask is it better to heal or destroy?  Jesus was not minimizing 
the sabbath.  He was elevating the primacy of human well being above all. And if healing is the priority, how 
even more appropriate that we do so on the sabbath? 
 
So let us persist and persevere. We can acknowledge the hardships while still seeking the connections  
available to us.  We can affirm the words of Psalm 74, written in a time of national trouble: “Yet, God  
my king is from old, working salvation in the midst of the earth...yours is the day. Yours also the night.” 

Meet our New Pastor 
 
The Pastor Nominating Committee announces the calling  
of The Rev. James Hawley as Designated Pastor of Trinity  
Presbyterian Church. Jim was introduced to the congregation  
on April 26 at the worship service. A congregational meeting  
was held by Zoom with a unanimous vote cast in hiring Jim.  
He will provide full time pastoral care beginning May 1.   
His first Sunday in the pulpit will be May 3. Welcome, Jim!  



Each month we  publish a listing of 
members and their immediate families, and 
guests of Trinity who are living in health 
care, assisted living facilities, semi shut-in at 
home, hospitalized, or recuperating from 
surgery or illness. We encourage you to pray 
for these friends, send them a note, call or 
visit them.  Addresses and phone numbers 
can be obtained from the church office. 

 
Those in nursing centers, assisted living,  

or semi shut-in at home 
Wayne Bailie - Meadowlark Hills 
Ron & Dorine Bergren - Home 
Bernice Brighton - Meadowlark Hills 
Mary Lou Kenworthy  
      - Presbyterian Manor, Wichita, KS 
Erma McManis - Stoneybrook 
Joe Ann Wood Moore - Meadowlark Hills 
Delores Nash - Home 
Bob & Mary Smith - Meadowlark Hills 
 

 - - - - - 
   
 

Concerns 
Mary Smith - recovering from a recent fall. 

 
- - - - -  

 
  

 
 
 
 
Prayers and sympathy to the family of Thelma  
Jackson on her death April 26, at age 95. An  
inurnment service will be held at a later date  
in Manhattan. Thelma was a member of Trinity, 
moving to California to live near her daughter  
after her husband, Bob, passed away. Thelma  
served two terms as an Elder at Trinity. The  
family requests memorials be made to Trinity  
Presbyterian Church.  
 

- - - - -  
 

May Birthdays 
     8.  Kathy Brothers  
  10.  Lynn Tolley  
  22.  Mary Smith 
  24.  Erma McManis 
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Until further notice, we will continue to have 
drive-in worship service on Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 
We are pleased to have our new pastor, Rev. 
James Hawley, with us starting May 3.  
 

- - - -  
 

Trinity Presbyterian Women’s  
Annual Rummage Sale will hope-
fully be rescheduled for later this 
year. In the meantime, continue  
to save your items for the sale.  
We take most anything in good 
workable condition. Furniture, 
household, kitchen, tools, toys, 
clothes.   
 

- - - - -  
 

Deacons’ Meeting 
May 6, 6:30 p.m. 

by Zoom 
 
 

Session Meeting 
May 13, 6:15 p.m. 

 
 

- - - - - - 
 

Trinity’s Blessing Box 
We are excited about our 
new Blessing Box being 
placed in the church 
parking lot. Thank you  
to Lynn Tolley for  
constructing our box!  
The TPW had plans for 
this mission since 2017. 
Blessing Boxes are  
designed for anyone to 
bring items, or take items 
as needed. Please feel 
free to add any food 
items to the box when 
you come by the church.  
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The Pentecost Offering helps our youth begin life with a strong start — a solid foundation of faith 
formed in the first third of life, from childhood through young adulthood. 
 
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church. 
The Holy Spirit remains with us still, connecting us to the church of the past, continuing to inspire the 
church of today, and pointing us to the church of the future. Each year, this celebration is marked by  
receiving the Pentecost Offering which nurtures the faith of those who are the church to come —  
children, youth, and young adults. 
 
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure lifelong faith  
and service. The patterns and lessons established during these formative years continue to bear fruit 
throughout a person’s life. By giving to the Pentecost Offering, our congregation participates in  
helping children, youth, and young adults grow up to proclaim with the Psalmist, “O God, from  
my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.” 
 
QUICK FACTS 
 Congregations keep 40% of raised funds to initiate or support programs for young people                 

in their communities. 
 The first Presbyterian Youth Triennium was held in 1980. 
 The Day of Pentecost is referred to as the birthday of the Church. 
 Pentecost is usually represented with the color red, which symbolizes the fire of the holy spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will dedicate this offering on Pentecost Sunday, May 31. Please consider this important offering  
and mail your contributions to Trinity at 1110 College Ave., Manhattan, KS 66502.  Checks should be 
made payable to Trinity Presbyterian Church and notated “Pentecost Offering.” If we are worshiping  
in the sanctuary later in May, you may also place your gift in the offering plate.   

Since the Pentecost Offering started in 1998, Presbyterians 
have raised more than $15 million for ministries that benefit 
younger members of God’s family. We believe we are called 
to do even more — to support and care for young people as 
they build a strong foundation of faith.  
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The Finance Committee is grateful for your contributions during this time of social-distancing due 
to COVID-19.  Until we are worshiping together in the sanctuary, we ask that you continue to mail 
your contributions to the church at 1110 College Ave., Manhattan, KS 66502.  As a Presbyterian 
Church all of our financial information is available for members. If you have any questions or 
would like more information, please talk with our Treasurer Karyl Croft or Financial Committee 
Chair Arlo Biere. 
     March 2020            January-March 2020 
 Income         $  7,845.83  Income      $24,768.77   
        Expenses      $14,114.93             Expenses       $28,603.90  
 Net Income ($  6,269.10)         Net Income  ($  3,835.13) 

Church Staff/Strategic Personnel 
Pastor - Rev. James Hawley 
Secretary - Berneda Jewell                                             
Music Director - Susan Tolley 
Accompanist - Rinaldi Yonathan 
Custodians - Steve & Elaine Johannes 
Treasurer - Karyl Croft 
KSU Campus Pastor - Rev. Christian Walker 

 
TRINITY BEAMS is published monthly  

for Trinity Presbyterian Church 
1110  College Ave., Manhattan,KS 

(785)539-3921  FAX (785)539-3095 
Website: trinitypcmanhattan.com  

 Worship - 10:00 a.m.  
Office Hours -  

8 a.m.-3 p.m.(Mon-Thurs.) 
 Pastor: Rev. James Hawley 

 Secretary/Editor: Berneda Jewell 
     Email: trinity1110@sbcglobal.net 

Lectionary Readings for May 
Following are the lectionary readings for May. 

We hope you will take time to read through the scriptures each week. 
 

May 3 - 4th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10  

 
May 10 - 5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 
 

May 17 - 6th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 

 
May 21 - Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or Psalm 93; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53   
 

May 24 - 7th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11 

 
May 31 - Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;  
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 

 
 


